Central Baptist Church

1909 East Rusk Street

Jacksonville, TX 75766

903-586-2215

Special Needs Ministry Guidelines

Between 4 and 6 million children and adults in the United States have developmental disabilities. Unfortunately, 90% of them do not have a church and have not been ministered to spiritually. This includes the family of these individuals as well. The purpose of Central Baptist Church special needs ministry is to help them grow spiritually, enjoy community and experience relationships.

Central Baptist Church desires to share the love of Jesus with special needs children/adults and their families. For the safety, security and well being of these families; the following guidelines for children/adults with special needs have been adopted by Central Baptist Church, with the understanding that these guidelines will be amended as needed.

Our staff in the special needs area consists of and is defined as volunteers that work with children/adults with disabilities, but do not have a license/certificate in special needs training.

Admittance to the Special Needs Ministry

In order to provide the best care for special needs children/adults, we request a one-on-one meeting prior to being admitted to the special needs ministry. Please call the church office to set up an appointment. If an appointment can not be scheduled prior to the individual’s first visit then Central Baptist church will handle each child/adult on a case-by-case basis.  

The initial appointment will consist of:

· Filling out a basic needs survey

· Determining if the medical needs are outside our capacity to handle

· Determining the best place for the child/adult for Sunday school placement

If a child/adult over the age of 4 requires help with personal toileting the legal guardian will be paged to handle their needs.

Parents will be informed about our emergency information system upon admittance into the special needs ministry. This system will be used for informing parents in case an emergency arises with their child.
In order to attend any of the special needs ministry opportunities during Sunday School and Worship Service, the legal guardian of the child/adults must be on the church premises at all times.

If at any time a staff member feels uncomfortable caring for a medical or behavioral need, the legal guardian may be asked to meet with the staff to determine other placement or to see if placement can be continued.

Anyone working in the Children’s Ministry must agree to complete a Criminal Background Check; this also includes any caregiver staying with the child/adult while they are participating in the programs offered. These background checks will be kept confidential.

If the child/adult will not be promoted at the upcoming Sunday School term and continued placement in the current class is deemed appropriate then a meeting with the current teachers and legal guardian of the child/adults may be scheduled.

Current Programs For Children With Special Needs

W.O.W- Worship our Way  
9:30 a.m. –10:30 a.m.

Praising Through Play 
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Praising Through Play is offered each Sunday during morning worship service in the Fellowship Hall for children with special needs.  This allows parents to attend morning worship while their child has an active play experience. If Praising Through Play is cancelled, legal guardians will be notified and will be informed of the next available date.

Current Programs For Adults with Special Needs
Currently no programs available.

American Sign Language interpreting for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing during morning worship service 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Our Goal

Our goal is to minister to the families of children/adults with special needs. We hope that each and every person will come to know Jesus Christ as his or her Lord and Savior.  We want each of you to feel welcome, accepted and loved at Central Baptist Church. We know that God has given each person a special gift and that those gifts should be recognized and shared with others.

We have different gifts according to the grace given us.  Romans 12:6
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Name: ____________________
Date: ____________________

 _________________________    _________________________

     Legal Guardian – Print name

Legal Guardian – Signature

I have received, read and understand the guidelines for the CBC Special Needs Programs set forth by Central Baptist Church and agree to be bound by them.  I understand that my child will not be admitted to the Special Needs Program at Central Baptist until this form has been signed and returned to the Children’s Minister.

_________________________ ______________________                             
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